ASSOCIATIVITY CONDITIONS FOR LINEAR QUASIGROUPS
AND EQUIVALENCE RELATIONS ON BINARY TREES

ERKKO LEHTONEN AND TAMAS WALDHAUSER

ABSTRACT. We characterise the bracketing identities satisfied by linear quasi-
groups with the help of certain equivalence relations on binary trees that are based
on the left and right depths of the leaves modulo some integers. The numbers
of equivalence classes of n-leaf binary trees are variants of the Catalan numbers,
and they form the associative spectrum (a kind of measure of non-associativity)
of a quasigroup.

1. INTRODUCTION

If a binary operation o is associative, then, by the generalized associative law,
all bracketings of the formal product xy o --- o x,, give the same result. Here, by a
bracketing we mean any expression that is obtained from x; o --- o x,, by inserting
round brackets (parentheses) in a syntactically correct way to determine its value
unambiguously. However, even if our operation is not associative, it may still satisfy
some nontrivial bracketing identities in more than three variables, such as the identity
(1 — (z2 — x3)) — x4 = x1 — (w2 — (x3 — x4)) satisfied by subtraction. On the other
hand, it may also happen that an operation satisfies no such generalized associativity
conditions at all; for example, exponentiation of positive integers is antiassociative
in this sense [I9, Example 3] and so is the logical implication operation [7} 4.3], just
to mention two noteworthy examples. (Actually, it seems plausible that almost all
binary operations on a given finite set are antiassociative [7].)

In this paper we study associativity conditions of this kind for quasigroups. Be-
lousov [I, Theorem 4] proved that if a quasigroup A = (A, o) satisfies a nontrivial
bracketing identity, then we have z oy = po(x) + ¢ + ¢1(y), where (A, +) is a group,
o, 1 are automorphisms of this group and ¢ € A is an arbitrary constant. In this
case we say that A = (A, o) is an affine quasigroup over the group (A,+). (Let us
note that this result of Belousov’s considers not bracketing identities, but so-called
irreducible balanced identities of the first kind. Balanced identities of the first kind
are the same as bracketing identities, and it is straightforward to verify that any quasi-
group satisfying a nontrivial bracketing identity also satisfies an irreducible balanced
identity of the first kind.) It was also proved by Belousov that the automorphisms g
and (7 have to be of finite order in order to have a nontrivial associativity condition.
We will also obtain this as a corollary of our main theorem (see Corollary .

In light of Belousov’s theorem, in order to understand associativity conditions of
quasigroups, it suffices to focus on affine quasigroups. We deal with the case ¢ = 0
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here, i.e., with linear quasigroups over groups; thus we consider operations of the
form z oy = @o(x) + ¢1(y). Subtraction and arithmetic mean of numbers are simple
examples of linear quasigroup operations, and, more generally, (C, az + by) is a linear
quasigroup for any nonzero complex numbers a and b. Our main result is a complete
description of bracketing identities satisfied by such operations (Theorem [6.1]). The
description is given in terms of certain equivalence relations on binary trees, as one can
naturally identify each bracketing of 21 ooz, with a binary tree with n leaves. We
define an equivalence relation Nﬁb on binary trees for any group G and a,b € G, and
we prove that the bracketing identities satisfied by a linear quasigroup can be always
given by such a relation. Then we show that every such “modulo G” equivalence
coincides with one where G is a two-generated Abelian group, and finally we conclude
that the bracketing identities satisfied by a linear quasigroup can be described by at
most two linear congruences involving left and right depths of leaves in binary trees.

The number of equivalence classes on the set of binary trees with n leaves gives
the number of term operations induced by different bracketings of 1 o --- o x,. This
sequence of natural numbers is called the associative spectrum of the operation o,
and it measures — in some sense — how far the operation is from being associative
[7]: the faster the sequence grows, the less associative the operation is considered.
The spectrum of an associative operation is constant 1, whereas the spectrum of an
antiassociative operation is the sequence of Catalan numbers. Since associative spectra
of linear quasigroups are determined by congruences for left and right depths of leaves
in binary trees, these sequences can be regarded as interesting “modular” variants of
the Catalan numbers. In fact, Hein and Huang defined k-modular Catalan numbers
as the sequence arising from the equivalence relation where left depths are required to
agree modulo k [9]. We obtain a much larger class of equivalence relations, where left
and right depths occur together in linear congruences with possibly different moduli,
and many of the corresponding numerical sequences seem to be new and do not appear
in the OEIS. We believe they may be of interest on their own right, as they are based
on simple and fundamental relationships between binary trees. We have computed the
first few members of the sequences, but unfortunately we were not able to explicitly
describe the entire sequences. Finding explicit formulas for the n-th members of such
sequences remains an intriguing open problem.

2. PRELIMINARIES

2.1. Groupoids, groups, quasigroups. We will use the following notation for fa-
miliar sets of natural numbers. Let N :={0,1,2,...} and Ny := N\ {0}. For n € N,
let [n] :={1,2,...,n}.

Recall that a groupoid is an algebra A = (A,o) with a single binary operation
0: Ax A — A, often referred to as multiplication and usually written simply as
juxtaposition. A semigroup is a groupoid with associative multiplication. A monoid
is a semigroup with a neutral element. A group is a monoid in which every element
is invertible. A quasigroup is a groupoid (A, o) such that for all a,b € A, there exist
unique elements x,y € A such that aoxz = b and y oa = b. In other words, the
multiplication table of (A4,0) (for a finite set A) is a Latin square. An associative
quasigroup is a group.

2.2. Bracketings, associative spectrum. In this paper, we consider terms in the
language of groupoids over the set X := {z; | ¢ € N}, the so-called standard set of
variables. Such terms can be defined by the following recursion: every variable z; € X
is a term, and if ¢; and ¢ are terms, then (#1t2) is a term; every term is obtained by
a finite number of applications of these rules.
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Let A = (A4,0) be a groupoid, and let ¢ be a term in which only (some of) the
variables x1, ..., x, occur. The term operation induced by t on A is the n-ary opera-
tion tA: A" — A, (ay,...,a,) — t*(ay,...,a,), where t*(ay,...,a,) is obtained by
substituting a; for each z; and evaluating the expression over A.

An identity is a pair (s,t) of terms, usually written as s = ¢; this identity is
considered trivial if s = t. A groupoid A = (A,o) satisfies an identity s ~ ¢, in
symbols, A | s ~ t, if s& = A ie., if s%(a1,...,a,) = tA(ay,...,a,) for all
ai,...,a, € A (assuming that only z1,...,z, occur in s and t).

A bracketing of size n is a term in the language of groupoids obtained by inserting
pairs of parentheses in the string xixs - - - x,, appropriately. The number of distinct
bracketings of size n equals the (n — 1)-st Catalan number C,,_;. We denote by B,
the set of all bracketings of size n. A bracketing identity of size n is an identity ¢t ~ ¢/
where t,t' € B,.

Let A = (A, 0) be a groupoid. For each n € N, we define the equivalence relation
on(A) on B, by the rule that (¢,t') € 0,(A) if and only if A satisfies the identity
t ~ t'. We call the sequence 0(A) = (0,(A))nen, the fine associative spectrum of
A. Observe that o(A) can be regarded as a single equivalence relation on the set of
all bracketings with the property that each B,, is a union of equivalence classes. The
associative spectrum of A is the sequence (s, (A))nen, , where s,(A) := |B, /o, (A)|.
Equivalently, s, (A) is the number of distinct term operations induced by the brack-
etings of size n on A. We clearly have 1 < s,(A) < C,,_1. Since there is only one
bracketing of size 1, namely z1, and only one bracketing of size 2, namely (zix2), it
it obvious that s1(A) = s2(A) = 1 for every groupoid A. Therefore, we may always
assume that n > 3 when we consider the n-th component of an associative spectrum.

The associative spectrum can be seen as a measure of how far the groupoid opera-
tion is from being associative. Intuitively, the faster the associative spectrum grows,
the less associative the operation is considered. If the operation is associative, then
sn(A) =1 for all n € Ny. At the other extreme, we have groupoids with “Catalan
spectrum”, i.e., s,(A) = C,—1 for n > 2; we call such groupoids antiassocmtiveﬂ
The notion of associative spectrum was introduced by Csdkany and Waldhauser [7],
and it appears in the literature under different names, such as “subassociativity type”
(Braitt, Silberger [5]), and “the number of *-equivalence classes of parenthesisations
of xg * x1 * -+ - xx,” (Hein, Huang [9], Huang, Mickey, Xu [12]).

2.3. Binary trees. A tree is a directed graph T that has a designated vertex called
the root, and in which there is a unique walk from the root to any other vertex
v. Hence a tree is acyclic, and the edges are directed away from the root. In this
paper, we draw trees in such a way that the root is on the top and edges are directed
downwards; with this convention there is no need to indicate the direction of edges.
In a tree, the outneighbours of a vertex v are called its children, and v is called the
parent of its children. The vertices reachable from v are called its descendants, and v
is an ancestor of any of its descendant. A childless vertex is called a leaf; non-leaves
are called internal vertices. A subgraph of a tree induced by a vertex v and all its
descendants is called the subtree rooted at v.

An ordered tree or plane tree is a tree in which a linear ordering is specified for the
children of each vertex. We think of ordering the children from left to right, so that if
v has outdegree k and its children are ordered as ug < uy < --+ < ug_1, then ug is the
leftmost child and ug_; is the rightmost child of v. Diagrams presenting plane trees
shall be drawn in such a way that the children of a vertex are drawn left-to-right; such
a drawing uniquely specifies the ordering of children.

IThis is not to be confused with the following property that is also often called antiassociativity:
for all a,b,c € A, a0 (boc)# (aob)oec.
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Tl T2 T3 T4 T5 T6 T7
11110 11210 12110 12210 13210 21110 21210
01234 01233 01223 01232 01222 01123 01122
12344 12443 13333 13442 14432 22233 22332

T3 Ty Tho T T2 T13 T4
43210 33210 32210 23210 22210 32110 22110
01111 01211 01121 01221 01231 01112 01212
44321 34421 33331 24431 23441 33222 23322

FIGURE 2.1. The binary trees with five leaves.

A binary tree is a plane tree in which every internal vertex has exactly two children;
the two children are referred to as the left child and the right child. We denote by
T, the set of all (isomorphism classes of) binary trees with n leaves, and we let
T = UneN+ T, stand for the set of all binary trees. The subtree rooted at the left
child (right child) of a vertex v is referred to as the left (right) subtree of v.

Let T be a plane tree. The address of a vertex v in T, denoted by ar(v), is
a word over N defined by the following recursion. The address of the root is the
empty word . If v is an internal node with address w, and the children of v are
ug < uy < --- < ug_1, then the address of the child u; is wi. Thus, the address of a
vertex conveys the sequence of choices of children made along the unique path from
the root to the given vertex.

The length of the unique path from the root to a vertex v in T is called the (total)
depth of v in T and is denoted by dr(v). In a binary tree T, we also define the left
depth of a vertex v in T, denoted by Ar(v), as the number of left steps on the unique
path from the root of T to v, i.e., the number of 0’s in ar(v). The right depth of v in
T is defined analogously and is denoted by pr(v).

Example 2.1. There are fourteen binary trees with five leaves; they are presented in
Figure Below each tree, we provide its left, right, and total depth sequences. In
tree T3, the addresses of the leaves are 0, 100, 101, 110, and 111.

The addresses of two consecutive leaves of a binary tree are related in the following
way.

Lemma 2.2. Let T be a binary tree with leaves 1,2, ..., n in the left-to-right order.
Then for alli € [n — 1], ar(i) = u01? and ar(i+1) = ul0? for some p,q € N, where
u 1s the address of the deepest common ancestor of the leaves i and i + 1.
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Proof. Obvious, as the leaves ¢ and 7+ 1 are the rightmost leaf of the left subtree and
the leftmost leaf of the right subtree, respectively, of the deepest common ancestor of
7 and 7+ 1. (]

A binary tree is uniquely determined by the left (or right) depths of the leaves, as
the following lemma reveals.

Lemma 2.3. For any T € T, and i € [n],

(i) the left depths Ar(1),..., Ar(i) uniquely determine the addresses ap(1),...,ar(i),
and
(i) the right depths pr(i), ..., pr(n) uniquely determine the addresses ar(i),...,ar(n).

Proof. We prove statement [(i)| by induction on i. The proof of is analogous. The
case i = 1 is clear, as ap(1) = 0*7(). Now let i € [n — 1], and assume that we are
given the data Ap(1),..., Ar(i+1), and, by the induction hypothesis, ar(1),..., ar (i)
are also known. By Lemma [2.2] we have ar (i) = u01? and ar(i+ 1) = u10? for some
word u and p,q € N. Since we know ar(i), we are in possession of the word wu, and
we can also compute the number g as ¢ = Ap(i + 1) — Ap (i) + 1. In this way we have
determined ap (i 4 1) = w109. O

The following fact will also be useful.

Lemma 2.4. For any T,T' € T, with T #T",
(i) the least i € [n] such that (Ar(i) — A (i), pr (i) — pr: (7)) # (0,0) (equivalently,
the least i € [n] such that \r (i) # A (2)) satisfies pr(i) = pr: (), and
(ii) the greatest i € [n] such that (Ar(i) — A/ (2), pr(i) — pr(i)) # (0,0) (equiva-
lently, the greatest i € [n] such that pr(i) # pr+(i)) satisfies A (i) = A (0).

Proof. We prove only statement the proof of is analogous. Assume we have
chosen the least ¢ with (Ar(7) — A/ (2), pr (i) — pr/ (7)) # (0,0). Then the left depths
in T and T” coincide up to the (i — 1)-st leaf, and thus, by Lemma the addresses
also agree up to the (i — 1)-st leaf. (This also shows that if the left depths coincide
up to the (i — 1)-st leaf, then so do also the right depths, and we see that the two
formulations of the choice of i are indeed equivalent.) We can write ar (i — 1) = u01?,
ar(i) = w109 and az/(i — 1) = 0017, aq (i) = v107, according to Lemma
Since arp(i — 1) = agp/(i — 1), we have u = v and p = p'. From u = v it follows
that the number of ones in ©10? is the same as the number of ones in Uqu/; thus
pr(i) = pre(i). O

New binary trees can be built from given ones by joining two trees under a new
root vertex. Let 7T} and T5 be binary trees. We denote by 77 A T, the binary tree
that is obtained by taking the disjoint union of 77 and 75, adding a new vertex u and
designating it as the root of 71 A T3, and setting the root of 717 as the left child of u
and the root of Ty as the right child of u.

It is well known that binary trees with n leaves are in a one-to-one correspondence
with bracketings of size n; hence the number of binary trees with n leaves is C,, 1. A
canonical bijection between B,, and 7T, is given by the restriction to B,, of the map 7
from the set of all groupoid terms to the set of all binary trees defined recursively as
follows. For any variable x;, let 7(x;) be the binary tree with one vertex. For a term
t = (t1 - t2), let 7(t) := 7(¢t1) A 7(t2). We often identify a bracketing t € B,, with 7(¢)
without further mention.

The opposite of a bracketing ¢t € B,,, denoted t°P is the bracketing obtained by
writing ¢ backwards and changing z; to x,—;4+1 for ¢ € [n]. If T = 7(t) for some
bracketing ¢ € B,,, then the tree 7(¢°P) is called the opposite tree of T and is denoted
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FI1GURE 2.2. Two binary trees with the same depth sequence modulo k.

by T°P. The opposite tree of T' can be thought of as obtained from T by reflection
over a vertical line.

Example 2.5. We list below the bracketings t; corresponding to the binary trees in
Figure 2.1] (i.e., T; = 7(t;) for i = 1,...,14). The two bracketings appearing in each
row are oppomtes of each other.

tl = $1(J? ($3(I45€5))) tg = (((1‘1$2)$3)ZIJ4)$5
ta = z1(z2((z324)25))  to = ((21(2223))20) 25
ts = w1 ((wow3)(waws)) tio = ((r122)(T324))T5
t4 = $1(($2($3$4))$5) fu = (l‘ (($21‘3)$4))$5
ts = x1(((w2x3)2a)2s) ti1o = (v1(v2(T374)))25
tg = ($1$2)(l‘3($4$5)§ t13 = (($1$2)$3)($4$5§

tr = (v122)((w374)75)  t1a = (21(2273)) (2475

2.4. Modular (left, right) depth sequences. Let T be a binary tree with n leaves,
and assume its leaves are 1,2,...,n in the left-to-right order. The depth sequence of
T is the tuple dr := (dr(1),dr(2),...,dr(n)). Similarly, the left depth sequence of
T is the tuple Ay := (Ap(1), Ar(2),...,Ar(n)), and the right depth sequence of T is
or = (pr(1),pr(2),...,pr(n)). A binary tree is uniquely determined by its depth
sequence, and it is also uniquely determined by its left (or right) depth sequence (see
Csdkéany, Waldhauser [, Statements 2.7, 2.8], also cf. Lemma [2.3] Proposition
and Remark .
We may also consider (left, right) depth sequences modulo some k € N. Let d%., A%,
¥ be the sequences obtained from dr, Az, pr, respectively, by taking componentwise
remainders under division by k. These are called the (left, right) depth sequences of
T modulo k, or modular (left, right) depth sequences of T. As the following example
demonstrates, binary trees are not uniquely determined by their modular (left, right)
depth sequences.

Example 2.6. For any £ € N, the two binary trees with 2k + 1 leaves shown in
Figure have the same depth sequence modulo k, namely (1,2,...,k—1,0,0,0,k —
1,...,2,1). Similarly, the two binary trees with k + 2 leaves shown in Figure have
the same left depth sequence modulo k, namely (1,0,k — 1,k —2,...,1,0), and their
opposite trees have the same right depth sequence modulo k.
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FIGURE 2.3. Two binary trees with the same left depth sequence
modulo k.

It is easy to decide whether a given n-tuple of natural numbers is the left or right
depth sequence (modulo k) of some binary tree. Namely, it is known that the right
depth sequences of binary trees are precisely the so-called zag sequences (see Csdkdny,
Waldhauser [7, Statement 2.8]) and the left depth sequences are the reversed zag
sequences. Such sequences are easy to recognize, also when reduced modulo k (see
Lehtonen, Waldhauser [16], Proposition 5.4]). Total depth sequences are also easily
recognizable, because, as mentioned above, a binary tree is uniquely determined by,
and can be efficiently reconstructed from, its depth sequence. As for total depth
sequences modulo k, a rather simple necessary and sufficient condition in the case
when k = 2 was provided by Huang, Mickey, and Xu [12, Lemma 6], but we are not
aware of any similar results for moduli greater than 2.

2.5. Equivalence relations on binary trees based on modular (left, right)
depth sequences. In this subsection we are going to define several equivalence re-
lations on the set 7, of binary trees with n leaves (n € Ny). Using the one-to-one
correspondence between binary trees with n leaves and bracketings of n variables, we
may equivalently view these as equivalence relations on bracketings: if ~ is any one
of the equivalence relations defined on binary trees and t,t’ € B,,, we let ¢t ~ t if and
only if 7(¢) ~ 7(t').

Definition 2.7. For k,/ € N, and T,T" € T, we let
o T ~3 7" if and only if d¥. = d%.,, that is, dr (i) = dr (i) (mod k) for all i € [n]
(k-depth-equivalence);
o T ~L T'if and only if A% = A%, that is, Ar(i) = A7 (i) (mod k) for all i € [n]
(k-left-depth-equivalence);
o T ~R T if and only if p& = pk.,, that is, pr(i) = pr (i) (mod k) for all i € [n]
(k-right-depth-equivalence);
o T~} T if and only if T ~p T" and T~ T" ((k, £)-depth-equivalence).
We introduce the following notation for the number of equivalence classes of 7T, with
respect to the above equivalence relations:

Tl?,n = |7;L/N1(3‘7 Tl&,n = |7;I/N%|7 Tl?,n = |7;1/N5|7 Tl&?n = |7;1/NIIS,%|
It is clear that T ~F T” if and only if T°P ~F T'°P, and consequently T,ﬁn = T,f:n.

Example 2.8. Let us consider the binary trees with five leaves, as shown in Figure[2.1]
It is easy to verify that the only nontrivial ~Y-equivalence class is {15, Ts}, the only
nontrivial ~&-equivalence class is {1}, T12}, and the only nontrivial N%E—equivalence
class is {Ty,To}. Moreover, the only nontrivial ~$-equivalence classes are {T%, Ty},
{Tg, T10}7 {T4, Tlg}, and {T(;, Tll}-
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k\n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 OEIS
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A000012
2 1 1 2 5 10 21 42 85 170 341 682 1365 2730 5461 10922  A000975
3 1 1 2 5 14 42 129 398 1223 3752 11510 35305 108217 331434 1014304
4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1429 4849 16689 58074 203839 720429 2560520
5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16795 58773 207906 742203 2670389
6 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208011 742885 2674303
7 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 2674439
8 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 2674440

Cp—1 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 2674440 A000108

TABLE 2.4. The number T}l of binary trees with n leaves up to k-
depth-equivalence and Catalan numbers C),_1.

d
k

Regarding the number of equivalence classes of the k-depth-equivalence relation ~¢,
d
0

only a few particular cases are well understood. The 0-depth-equivalence relation ~
is just the equality relation, so the numbers T(‘){n coincide with the Catalan numbers:
T&n = C,_; for all n > 1. The 1-depth-equivalence relation ~{ is entirely trivial;
all binary trees with n leaves are 1-depth-equivalent, so Tldm =1 for all n > 1. The
2-depth-equivalence was investigated by Huang, Mickey and Xu [I2], and the numbers
T2dm were shown to be given by the sequence A000975 in The On-Line Encyclopedia
of Integer Sequences (OEIS) [22], which is known to have several characterisations,
for example, for n > 2,

n__ . .
%, if n is even,
2,7‘L 3 6

£=2 0 if s odd.
We are not aware of any results concerning moduli greater than 2. We have computed
the values of T,?’n for small n and k with the help of the GAP computer algebra system
[8] and present them in Table Apart from the first two rows, these sequences do
not seem to match any entry in the OEIS.

In contrast, the number T, ,&n of ~E-equivalence classes of T, is well understood for
any k,n € N ; these numbers are given by the so-called k-modular Catalan numbers
Cl,n defined by Hein and Huang [9]: T,&n = Cj,n—1. Closed formulas for modular
Catalan numbers are known [9, Theorem 1.1]:

e 5 8 LO)C)

T 0<j<(n—1)/k J
[Al<n

(For explanation of the symbols used in the first summation formula, please refer to
[9].) In particular, Cy,, = 2"~2 for n > 2. It also holds that Cy,, < C,, < Cs,, < ---.
The numbers T,l“’n = Cjn—1 for k,n <15 are evaluated in Table

As for the number T; %1}” of N%}}—equivalence classes of T,,, Hein and Huang [0} 1T,
Section 1, last paragraph] conjectured, based on computational evidence, that T,&?n =

T,%Hfl’n, for all k,¢,n > 1. We have verified this with the help of a computer for
k,¢,n < 14. Note that, even though the above equality might hold, the equivalence

relations NI,;P} and NI,g ¢ themselves do not coincide, as illustrated by Example
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k\n 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 OEIS
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 A000012
2 1 1 2 4 8 16 32 64 128 256 512 1024 2048 4096 8192 A011782
3 1 1 2 5 13 35 96 267 750 2123 6046 17303 49721 143365 414584 A005773
4 1 1 2 5 14 41 124 384 1210 3865 12482 40677 133572 441468 1467296 A159772
5 1 1 2 5 14 42 131 420 1375 4576 15431 52603 180957 627340 2189430 A261588
6 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 428 1420 4796 16432 56966 199444 704146 2504000 A261589
7 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1429 4851 16718 58331 205632 731272 2620176 A261590
8 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4861 16784 58695 207452 739840 2658936 A261591
9 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16795 58773 207907 742220 2670564 A261592
10 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58785 207998 742780 2673624
11 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208011 742885 2674304
12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742899 2674424
13 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 2674439
14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 2674440
15 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 2674440
Ch-1 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 2674440 A000108

TABLE 2.5. The number T,&n of binary trees with n leaves up to k-
left-depth-equivalence, i.e., modular Catalan number Cj, ;.

3. EQUIVALENCE OF BINARY TREES MODULO A GROUP

Next we define a class of equivalence relations on binary trees that are determined
by groups. As we shall see in Section [p] these relations are of key importance in
describing associative spectra of linear quasigroups.

Definition 3.1. Let G = (G, -) be a group with neutral element 1. For a family (7;):er
of elements of G and a word w € I*, define the group element +,, by the following
recursion: 7. := 1, and if w = iw’ for some i € I and w’ € I*, then 7, := 7v; - Y. In
other words, ~,, is the image of w under the unique monoid homomorphism from the
free monoid I* to G that assigns v; to ¢ for each i € I.

Let a,b € G, and let T and T’ be binary trees with n leaves. Let g := a and v, := b.
We say that T and T” are (a, b)-equivalent modulo G, and we write T Nsb T’, if for all
i € [n], Yar@) = Yo (i) We denote by be,n the number of Ngb—equivalence classes
of binary trees with n leaves.

Remark 3.2. We can assume without loss of generality that G is generated by a
and b, as the elements outside the subgroup generated by a and b play no role in
Definition Let us then consider the Cayley graph T'(G, {a, b}) of G corresponding
to the generating set {a,b}. Let us label the left and right edges of a binary tree
T by a and b, respectively. Then there is a unique graph homomorphism ¥p: T —
(G, {a,b}) that preserves edge labels and maps the root of T to the neutral element of
G. The element v,,,.(;y defined above is just ¢ (i) for each leaf i of T'. Thus T Ng':b T
holds for given n-leaf binary trees T and 1" if and only if ¢7 (i) = 1 (7) for all ¢ € [n].

Remark 3.3. Of course some of the relations N(?,b might coincide for different groups
G and elements a,b € G. In fact, we will prove in Proposition [5.5] that each of
these relations coincides with a relation of the form Nacfb, where G is a two-generated
Abelian group (see also Remark .

Example 3.4. The various equivalence relations on binary trees that we have seen
in the previous section are special instances of (a, b)-equivalence modulo some group
G.
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(i) Let G = (Zg,+) for k € N, and consider NaG,b' With a = 1, b = 1, we get

k-depth-equivalence Ng; with a = 1, b = 0, we get k-left-depth-equivalence
NI,;; and with a = 0, b = 1, we get k-right-depth-equivalence NkR.

(ii) For k, ¢ € N, taking G = (Zg,+) X (Z¢,+), a = (1,0), b = (0,1), we get
(k, £)-depth-equivalence NI,;}}.

Generalizing the first item of Example let us consider the group G = (Zg, +)
with arbitrary a,b € Zj;. We denote the corresponding equivalence relation by N};j‘b_ >
and we give an explicit definition of this relation below.

Definition 3.5. For a,b,m € Z, define the equivalence relation Ng?b,m on 7, by the
following rule. Assume that T and T’ are binary trees in 7, and their leaves are

1,2,...,n in the left-to-right order. Set
T~ T = Vi e [n]: a\r(i) + bpr(i) = adp (i) + bpr (i) (mod m).

a,bm
lin A lin
Let Ta,b,'m,n T |7;L/Na,b,m|‘
We have enumerated the numbers T;i‘g m.n for small values of the parameters a, b,

m, n and present them in Appendix (syee, Table . It remains an open problem
to determine these numbers for arbitrary a, b, m, n. The following two lemmata show
some relationships between numbers of this form, as well as to the other variants of
Catalan numbers of Definition

Lemma 3.6. Let a,b,m € Z.

(i) Nlli,%,m = ~L N%}’nl#m = ~R and Nlllnlm = an; consequently, Tlliﬁym’n =
L lin _ R lin _d
Tm,nf TO,l,m,n - Tm,n’ and Tl,l,m,n - Tm,n‘
:s lin __ mlin
(11) Ta,b,m,n - Tb,a,m,n'
(iii) For any ¢ € Z \ {0}, we have N};f}),m = lelél,éb,ém; consequently, Té“gmn =
Tlin
La b tm,n" ) ) )
(iv) If £ is a unit modulo m, then Ng,r}),m = Nlelg,eb,mf consequently, T;”gmn =
Tlin
La,fbmmn* ) )
(v) If ged(a,b) = 1 and m = ab, then ~p%, = ~p%; consequently, T) . = =
LR _ LR
b,an — Ta,bn’

Proof. This is Example
Since for all T,T' € Ty,

T N}zif}),m T < Vi€ [n]: arr(i) + bpr(i) = arr (i) + bpr/ (i) (mod m)
<= Vi € [n]: apror (i) + bA7op (1) = aprron (i) + bArron (i)  (mod m)
= TP ~n TP,

lin

abm and

we conclude that the map T +— T°P induces a bijection between T/~
T/~ for each n € Ny.

b,a,m

Clear because the congruences ax + by = 0 (mod m) and fax + ¢by = 0
(mod ¢m) are equivalent.

Since ¢ is a unit modulo m, the congruences az + by = 0 (mod m) and faz +
by =0 (mod m) are equivalent.

Since ged(a,b) = 1, it follows from the Chinese remainder theorem that ax +
by =0 (mod ab) is equivalent to ax+by =0 (mod a) and ax+by = 0 (mod b), which
in turn is equivalent to az = 0 (mod b) and by = 0 (mod a). From ged(a,b) = 1,
it follows that a is a unit modulo b and b is a unit modulo a; hence the last pair of
congruences is equivalent to z = 0 (mod b) and y = 0 (mod a). We conclude that
T ~in T’ if and only if T Nl];f; T’, as claimed. d

a,b,m
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Lemma 3.7. For all a,b,m,n € Z with gcd(a,m) = 1, we have T > T}:;W

a,bmmn =
Proof. Since ged(a,m) = 1, a has a multiplicative inverse a~! modulo m. By
al; lin _ lin _ :
Lemma m T1,a71b,m,n = Ta7b7m7n, so we may assume that ¢ = 1. It is known

that T,ffn =Ty, = Ck,n—1 and that the k-modular Catalan number Cj ,, counts the
number of binary trees with n 4+ 1 leaves that avoid (i.e., do not contain as a sub-
graph) the binary tree cornb,lC (see Hein, Huang [9, Proposition 3.3]). Here, comb,lC is
the tree shown on the left in Figure (Note that we do not require that comby,
is not contained as a subtree; see Subsection ) Therefore, in order to prove the
inequality Tlli,ll;m,n > TEW it suffices to show that if T and T” are distinct binary trees
with n leaves that avoid comb,ln7 then T' lli,‘}Lm T’. To this end, we are going to find
a leaf ¢ satisfying (Ar(€) — A/ (€), pr(£) — pr(£)) = (d,0) with d £ 0 (mod m); then
1-d+b-0=d#0 (mod m), from which it follows that T llif})’m T

Let T,T" € T, with T # T’, and assume that 7 and T’ avoid comb] . Since
T # T’, there exists, by Lemma [2.3] a leaf ¢ such that Ap(i) # A/ (4); let £ be
the leftmost such leaf. By Lemma Ar(£) = Apr(£), pr(£) — pr(£)) = (d,0) for
some nonzero d. Consider first the case that ¢ > 1. By Lemmata and
ap(l —1) = ap (€ — 1) = u01?, ap(€) = ul0?, ap/(f) = ul0?, where u is the address
of the deepest common ancestor of leaves £ — 1 and £ in T', or, equivalently, in 7”. By
the choice of £, we have ¢ # ¢'. Since T and T" avoid comb}m we have 0 <g<m—1
and 0 < ¢" < m — 1. Therefore, 0 < |[Ar(£) — Ap/(£)] < m, so d# 0 (mod m). Thus,
¢ is the leaf we were looking for.

Assume now that £ = 1. If Ap(1) # A/ (1) (mod m), then 1 is the leaf we were
looking for, as pr(1) = pr/(1) = 0. Assume now that Ar(1) = A/ (1) (mod m);
without loss of generality, assume that Ar(1) > Ap/(1), so Ar(1) = Ap (1) + tm for
some t € N . Let r be the vertex in T at depth ¢tm along the path from the root
to leaf 1, and let T be the subtree of T" rooted at r. Suppose 7™ has s leaves; they
are the s leftmost leaves of T'. Then for each i € [s], we have Ap-(i) = Ap(i) —tm
and pp« (i) = pr(i). The left depth sequence of T* cannot coincide with the first s
terms of the left depth sequence of 7. (Because only the rightmost leaf of a binary
tree has left depth 0, we must have Ap«(s) =0 < Ap/(s).) Let £ be the leftmost leaf
i with Ap=(i) # Aps(i). A similar argument as in the previous paragraph shows that
0 < |Ap=(£) = Ap:(€")] < m and pp«(¢') — pr(¢') = 0. Therefore Ap(¢') — Ap/(¢') £ 0
(mod m) and pr(¢') — pp(€') = 0, so ¢ is the leaf we were looking for. O

We saw in Example several groups that give rise to nontrivial equivalence re-
lations on binary trees. We conclude this section by a proposition relating random
walks on binary trees to equivalence modulo the multiplicative group of nonzero real
numbers that illustrates that the equivalence relations corresponding to groups can
often be trivial.

Proposition 3.8. Let R* denote the multiplicative group of nonzero real numbers,
and let 0 < p < 1. For arbitrary binary trees T,T" € T,, we have T NHS,Z_,, T’ if and
only if T =T'.

Proof. Let us perform a random walk on a binary tree T' € T, starting at the root,
and moving to the left or to the right child of the current vertex with probabilities
p and 1 — p, respectively. Of course, the walk ends when we reach a leaf. The
probability of ending at leaf i is p*7(®) . (1- p)pT(i)7 which is nothing else but v,.,.¢;)
from Definition when applied to the case G = R*, a = p, b = 1 — p. Therefore,
it suffices to prove that the structure of the tree T' can be recovered from the “leaf
probabilities” Yo,y = p* @ - (1 —p)Pr@ (i=1,...,n).
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We prove this by induction on the number of leaves. In the casesn = 1 and n = 2 we
have nothing to prove, as there is only one binary tree with one, respectively two leaves.
Now let n > 3, and assume that trees with less than n leaves are uniquely determined
by their leaf probabilities. Let T' € T,, have left and right subtrees T, and T of sizes
k and n — k, respectively, i.e., T'= Ty ATy with Ty € T, and Ty € T,,_;. The random
walk starting at the root of 7" ends at one of the leaves of Ty if and only if the first step
was taken to the left child of the root, and this event has probability p. Therefore, k
is the unique integer such that Zle Yar(i) = - This way we have computed k from
the leaf probabilities of T', and then we can calculate the leaf probabilities of Ty and
T, as follows:

Yory, (i) :VQT(i)/p (Zzl,,k),

Your, (i) = Yar (k+i)/ (1 — D) (i=1,...,n—k).
Now, applying the induction hypothesis to Ty and Ti, we see that T = Ty A Ty is
indeed uniquely determined by the leaf probabilities vq..¢;)- O

Remark 3.9. Since the random walk used in the proof above will eventually end at
some leaf, we have Y1 | p*7() . (1 — p)P7() = 1. In the case p = 1/2, this becomes
Dy 2-dr(1) =1 and Propositionshows that binary trees are determined by their
depth sequences, both of which are well-known facts (cf. also Kraft’s inequality for
prefix-free codes).

4. LINEAR QUASIGROUPS

4.1. Affine quasigroups. A quasigroup A = (A4,0) is affine over a (possibly non-
abelian) group (A4, +) if there exist automorphisms ¢g, 1 € Aut(A, +), and a constant
¢ € A such that zoy = po(x) +c+ p1(y). If ¢ = 0 in the above, then A is linear over
(A,+). (Note that some authors use the term “linear quasigroup” for the general case
xoy = po(x) + ¢ + p1(y) with arbitrary ¢.) The quintuple (A, +, o, ¢1,¢) is called
an arithmetic form of A. It is well known (see, e.g., [I3] Lemmata 2.6 and 2.7]) that
e an affine quasigroup with arithmetic form (A, +, ¢g, ¢1,c¢) is idempotent if
and only if ¢ = 0 and ¢g + ¢1 = id4 (pointwise addition of functions on the
left side);
e every medial quasigroup (i.e., a quasigroup that satisfies the identity (zy)(uv) ~
(zu)(yv)) is affine; moreover, the affine quasigroup with arithmetic form
(A4, +, o, ¢1, ¢) is medial if and only if (A, +) is an abelian group and o1 =
p1¢o (this was proved independently by Bruck [6], Murdoch [20] and Toy-
oda [23]).

4.2. Bracketings over linear quasigroups. Let S4 denote the symmetric group
on the set A, and let ; € Sa (i € I) be a family of permutations of A. Definition [3.1]
then gives permutations ¢,, for each string w € I*: ¢, := id4, and if w = iw’ for
some i € [ and w’ € IT*, then ¢, := p;. In the following we will use this definition
for I = {0,1} with ¢g and ¢; being the automorphisms occuring in the arithmetic
form of the linear quasigroup under consideration (of course, in this case we can take
the group Aut(A, +) instead of S4). This notation allows us to conveniently describe
when a given linear quasigroup satisfies a given bracketing identity.

Proposition 4.1. Let A = (A,0) be a linear quasigroup over a group (A,+) with
arithmetic form (A, 4+, po,¢1,0). Let t,t' € By, and let T,T' € T,, be the correspond-
ing binary trees.

(1) tA(ah ey an) = SDCET(I) (al) + (POAT(Q)(G’Q) +e (PocT(n)(an)-
(ii) A satisfies t = t' if and only if for all i € [n], Vo, (i) = Pag (i)-
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Proof. We proceed by induction on n. The claim holds for n = 1 because in this
case we have t = z1 and t*(a;) = ida(a1) = @-(a1) = Par(1)(a1).

Assume that the claim holds for n < k for some k > 1, and let t € Bg41. Then
t = (t1-t2) for some subterms t; and t3, say, with var(t;) = {z1,...,x¢} and var(t3) =
{Z¢41,-..,Tky1}. By the induction hypothesis, we have

t(a) = Car, (1)(01) + Par, 2)(a2) + - + Par, (0 (a0),
15(2) = Par, (e+1)(@041) + Pag, (e42)(@er2) + - + Par, (o1) (k1)

Using the fact that ¢ and ¢ are automorphisms of (A, +), it follows that

t*(a) = wo(tf(a)) + 1 (13 (a))
= 00%ar, (1)(a1) + -+ + PoPar, (0 (ar) +
P1Par, (0+1)(@e41) + - + P10, (k+1) (Ak+1)
= Yar@)(@1) + -+ Parkr1)(@rr1)-
Assume first that A satisfies ¢ ~ t. By applying part by assigning the

neutral element 0 of (A4,+) to all variables but x;, and by observing that any auto-
morphism of (A, +) maps 0 to itself, we get

t2(0,...,0,a;,0,...,0) = Qo) (ai),
t'2(0,...,0,a;,0,...,0) = P (i) (i),

which implies @q. (i) = Pa,. (i) for all i € [n].
Assume now that ©q,.(;) = Pa,. (i) for all i € [n]. Then we have, by part that

tA(ala sy an) = oncT(l)(al) +eee Par(n) (an)
= QDaT/(l)(al) +ot @aT/(n)(an) = t/A(alv ceey an)v
that is, t4 = t'A, so A satisfies the identity ¢ ~ t'. O

Remark 4.2. Item of Proposition can be reformulated in terms of Defini-

tion as follows: A satisfies ¢ ~ ¢’ if and only if T Nf,}:f;f"“ T’. Thus the fine
associative spectrum of a linear quasigroup is always of the form NaG,b for a suitable
group G and elements a,b € G.

Example 4.3. Let R be a unital ring, and let R* denote the multiplicative group
of units of R. For any a € R*, the map « — ax is an automorphism of the additive
group of R, thus z oy = ax + by is a linear quasigroup operation over (R, +) for all
a,b € R*. In this case item of Proposition reads as follows: (R, o) satisfies
t ~ t' if and only if T NaR,Z T'. If R is commutative, then this can be written as
a0 per (D) = g A (@) perr () for all 4 € [n].

In this context, Propositionmeans that the operation pz + (1 —p)y on real num-
bers is antiassociative. The special case p = 1/2 gives that the arithmetic mean as a
binary operation is antiassociative, which was already noted in [7]. These observations
can be generalized as follows: the operation ax + by is antiassociative whenever a and
b are nonzero complex numbers and at least one of them is not a root of unity (see
Example [6.9). This follows from Belousov’s results on balanced identites [I], and the
case a = 1 was also considered by Lord [19].

Remark 4.4. In the proof of Proposition [£.I] we did not use additive inverses; hence
it holds even if (A, +) is just a monoid, and Example is valid for semirings. As
an example, let us consider the tropical semiring (R U {co},®,®), where z & y =
min(z,y) and x ©® y = = + y. In this case, our “linear operation” takes the form
x oy =min(a + x,b+ y) with a,b € R, and the bracketing identity ¢ ~ ¢’ is satisfied
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if and only if aAr(i) 4+ bpr(i) = arp: (i) + bpr/(3) for all i € [n]. We will prove in
Lemma that if at least one of a and b is not zero, then this holds only if T' = T",
i.e., the operation min(a + x,b + y) is antiassociative.

4.3. Special cases of linear quasigroups. We apply Proposition[d.1]to linear quasi-
groups with special assumptions on the automorphisms ¢q, 1. The arising fine asso-
ciative spectra correspond to the previously introduced equivalence relations on binary
trees defined by linear congruences for left and right depths.

Proposition 4.5. Let A = (A,0) be a linear quasigroup over a group (A,+) with
arithmetic form (A, 4+, po,¢1,0). Let t,t' € By, and let T,T' € T, be the correspond-
ing binary trees.
(1) If o = @1 and @o has order k, then A satisfies t ~ ' if and only if T ~3 T".
Consequently, s,(A) =Ty .
(ii) If o1 =ida and @ has order k, then A satisfies t = t' if and only if T ~} T".
Consequently, sp,(A) = T,ijn = Cln—1-
(iii) If o = ida and o1 has order k, then A satisfies t =~ t' if and only if T ~% T'.
Consequently, s,(A) = T,Sn = Chn-1-

Proof. Since g = @1, we have ©q,.(i) = gogT(i). Since yg has order k, it follows
that ©a, (i) = Pa,. @) if and only if dr(i) = dr/(i) (mod k). By Proposition A
satisfies t ~ ¢’ if and only if 7' ~¢ T”. The last claim is clear because T,‘in = |B,/~{].

Since o1 = ida, we have p,.,.;) = goéT(i). Since ¢ has order k, it follows that
Par(i) = Pay i) if and only if Ar(i) = A/ (7) (mod k). By Proposition 4.1} A satisfies
t ~t'if and only if T Nk T'. The last claim is clear because Cy ,—1 = Ty, = |Bn/~};|

The proof is similar to part O

Proposition 4.6. Let A = (A,0) be a linear quasigroup over a group (A,+) with
arithmetic form (A,+, po,¢1,0), and assume that vy and @1 have orders k and ¢,
respectively, and pop1 = p1po. Let t,t' € By, and let T,T' € T, be the corresponding
binary trees.
(i) IfT N%}} T', then A satisfies t = t'. Consequently, o,(A) is a coarsening of
N}f} and hence s, (A) < T,&?n.
(ii) If for all p,q,r,s € N, phol = @ip; implies p = r (mod k) and ¢ = s
(mod ¢), then A satisfies t ~ t' if and only if T NIE}} T'. Consequently,
sn(A) = T,alzn,

Proof. Assume T ~pff T'. Then Ap(i) = Aq(i) (mod k) and pr(i) = prv(i)
(mod ¢) for all ¢ € [n]. Since wop1 = w19o and ¢y and @1 have orders k and ¢,

respectively, we have @q,.(;) = @ST(i)<p§T(i) — SDS‘T'(”SD’;T’(“

By Proposition A satisfies t =~ t'.
By part it suffices to show that A |= ¢ ~ t' implies T ~p% T’. So,

assume that A =t ~ t'. Then for all i € [n], Ya,) = Par. ), i€ ng(i)gp’l’T(i) =

= Pa,. i) for all i € [n].

(pS‘T' (i)gpr'(i) because pop1 = p1po. By our hypothesis, this implies that for all i € [n],
Ar(i) = A (i) (mod k) and pr(i) = pr(i) (mod £), in other words, T ~;5 7. O

Proposition 4.7. Let A = (A,0) be a linear quasigroup over a group (A,+) with
arithmetic form (A, +, o, ¢1,0), and assume that o = 7 and p; = ©° for some
permutation ™ of A and a,b € N. Assume that m has order m. Let t,t' € B,,, and
let T,T' € T, be the corresponding binary trees. Then A =t = t' if and only if
T ~in T Consequently, s,(A) = T\

a,b,m a,bm,n-’
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Proof. We have @,,.(jy = (7)) (70)pr(0) = gadr@+ber() and, similarly, ¢,,, @) =
rAr (D+bprr (D) Since 7 has order m, it follows that Yup(i) = Pa,. () if and only if

arr (i) + bpr (i) = arr (i) + bprs (i) (mod m). The claim then follows from Proposi-
tion {11 O

Remark 4.8. The condition in the proof of Proposition [£.7] is equivalent to the
condition that (z,y) = (Ar(i) — A (4), pr (i) — pr+(i)) is a solution of the congruence
ax 4+ by = 0 (mod m). It is well known that such a congruence has ym solutions,
where v := ged(a,b,m). A method for determining the solutions was described by
Lehmer [15, p. 155].

Example 4.9. In order to illustrate the above results, let w and ¢ be primitive k-
th and /-th roots of unity in C, respectively, say w = €*™/* and ¢ = e?™*/¢. Then
x — wzx and x — (z are automorphisms of (C,+) of order k and ¢, respectively, and
they commute. Let ¢,t' € B, and let T and T" be the corresponding binary trees.
Using Propositions [L.5] [£:6] and [£.7] we conclude the following:
(a) The groupoid A; = (C,0) with z o y = wz + wy satisfies ¢t ~ ¢’ if and only if
T ~¢ T', and its associative spectrum is s, (A1) = T,S,n.
(b) The groupoid As = (C,0) with x oy = wx + y satisfies t ~ ¢’ if and only if
T~y T', and its associative spectrum is s,(Ag) = T, = Ckn_1.
(¢) The groupoid Az = (C,0) with x oy = z + (y satisfies t = ¢’ if and only if
T N? T’, and its associative spectrum is s, (A3z) = Tel?n =Con-1.
(d) The groupoid A4 = (C,0) with zoy = wr+w’y, where a,b € N, satisfies t ~ ¢/
if and only if T~} | T”, and its associative spectrum is s,(A4) = T)73 , ..
(e) The groupoid As := Ay X Aj satisfies t &~ t’ if and only if T N%}} T’, and its
associative spectrum is s, (Aj) = T,HZ“.
(f) The groupoid Ag := Az x Ay satisfies ¢ ~ ¢’ if and only if T ~ T’, where
SR LI
5. GRIDS, GROUPS AND TREES

5.1. Parallelogram grids. If (u,v) and (w, z) are two linearly independent vectors
in R x R, then the set of their integral linear combinations A := Z(u,v) + Z(w, z) =
{z(u,v) + y(w,2) : x,y € Z} is a subgroup of R x R, which can be regarded geo-
metrically as a parallelogram grid. Let us note that such subgroups are commonly
called lattices, but the word “lattice” is also used to refer to partially ordered sets
with infima and suprema. To avoid ambiguity, we use the term “lattice” only in this
latter context (such as the lattice of subgroups of a given group).

We will work with subgroups of Z x Z, so let us give a complete overview of these
subgroups here. We have of course the trivial “zero-dimensional” subgroup {(0,0)},
and “one-dimensional” subgroups Z(u,v) = {z(u,v) : x € Z} spanned by nonzero
vectors (u,v) € Z x Z \ {(0,0)}. The remaining subgroups are parallelogram grids in
the sense explained above. It is not hard to verify that if A is such a “two-dimensional”
subgroup, then we have A = Z(u,v) + Z(w,0) for suitable integers u,v,w. We can
assume that 0 < u < w and v > 0, and under this assumption the numbers u, v, w are
uniquely determined by the parallelogram grid A. It will be useful to state explicitly
the condition for a pair of integers to belong to A:

(5.1) (rys) € Z(u,v) + Z(w,0) < v | s and vw | vr — us.

We will denote the set of all subgroups of Z x Z by Sub(Z x Z). This is a lattice
with least element {(0,0)}, greatest element Z x Z, and the meet and join operations
are given by Ay N Ay and Ay + Ag, respectively. Let Suby(Z x Z) denote the set of
two-dimensional subgroups of Z x Z.
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FIGURE 5.1. Parallelogram grid Z(6, 3) + Z(10,0).

Remark 5.1. Clearly, Subs(Z x Z) is closed under joins, and we will verify that it
is also closed under meets. If A = Z(u,v) + Z(w,0) € Subs(Z x Z), then w(u,v) —
u(w,0) = (0,vw) € A, i.e., A contains a nonzero point on the y axis. (Actually,
(0,vw/ ged(u, w)) is the point of A on the y axis that lies immediately above the
origin.) Thus we see that A contains a rectangular grid Z(k,0) + Z(0,{), say, with
k = w and ¢ = vw. Now, if A’ is another two-dimensional subgroup, then A’ D
Z(K',0) + Z(0,¢") for suitable nonzero (in fact, positive) integers k¥’ and ¢. Therefore,
AN A D Z(Iem(k,k"),0) + Z(0,lem(¢,¢')) € Suby(Z x Z), hence AN A’ is indeed a
two-dimensional subgroup. Thus we see that Suby(Z x Z) is a sublattice of Sub(Z x Z).
Let us note that Sub(Z x Z) \ Subs(Z x Z) is not a sublattice: it is obviously closed
under meets, but not closed under joins.

Example 5.2. The parallelogram grid A = Z(u,v)+Z(w,0) withu = 6, v = 3, w = 10
is shown in Figure By , the points in A are the pairs (r, s) satisfying 3 | s and
30 | 3r — 6s, or, equivalently, s =0 (mod 3) and r =2s (mod 10). The y coordinate
of the point on the y axis immediately above the origin is vw/ ged(u, w) = 3-10/2 = 15.
The grid A contains the rectangular grid Z(10,0) + Z(0, 15).

5.2. Groups and grids. In this subsection we prove that each “modulo group” equiv-
alence relation (see Definition can be described by a parallelogram grid. (More
precisely, we only prove here that they correspond to subgroups of Z x Z, but later
we will see that nontrivial “modulo group” equivalences give rise to two-dimensional
subgroups, i.e., parallelogram grids.)
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Definition 5.3. For a group G = (G, ) and a,b € G, let Ag(a, b) denote the following
set of pairs of integers:

Ag(a,b) = {(r,s) €EZ X Z:ba"b~* = ab *a™'}.
Lemma 5.4. For any group G and a,b € G, the set Ag(a,b) is a subgroup of 7 x Z.
Proof. The defining condition ba"b~! = ab~*a~! of Ag(a,b) is equivalent to ¢(a”) =
b=*, where ¢(x) = a~1brb~la is the conjugation by b~la. If (r,s), (', s') € Ac(a,b),
then, using the fact that ¢ is an automorphism of G, we have
O(a™") = g(a’a”) = p(a")g(a”) = b~*b = b=H,

thus (r+71',s+s’) € Ag(a,b). Similarly, (r,s) € Ag(a,b) implies (—r, —s) € Ag(a,b):

Ba=) = o((a") ) = ola) " = () = b, .
Proposition 5.5. Let G be a group, let a,b € G, and let T, T' be binary trees with
leaves 1,2,...,n (in the left-to-right order). Then T NaG:b T’ holds if and only if
(Ar () — A (3), pr(2) — pr(2)) € Ag(a,b) for all i € [n].
Proof. First let us make some preliminary observations that we will use in the proof.
To simplify notation, we let \; = Ar(7), pi = pr(i), A\, = Ap (i) and p; = pp/ (i) for

i € [n]. For aleafi € [n — 1], let z and 2’ be the deepest common ancestors of i and
i+1in T and 7", respectively. Setting u = ar(z) and v = az/(2’), we have

(5.2) ar(i) = u01?, arp(i+ 1) = ul0?, azp (i) =01, ap(i+ 1) = v107

for some p,q,p’,¢' € N (see Lemma [2.2). This implies the following relationships
among the depths:

Ai=Ar(2)+ 1, N =M () +1, A =Ar(2) +a, Ngy = A (2) + 4,
pi=pr(z)+p, pi=pr(@)+p, pi1=pr(z)+1,  pig=pr()+1
We can thus conclude that
(5.3) (N =) = (i1 = Niy1) = ¢ —qand (pi — p}) — (piv1 — pip1) =p — .
Let 7o = a and 71 = b, and let us simply write I'; = va,.3), I'§ = Ya,.(5) (see
Definition . We can compute these elements of G with the help of :

[y = yuab?, Tipq = yubal, T = Fpab? = vpbal .
Therefore, we have
(5.4) rr;t = 'yvab”l_pa_lmjl and I, T} = 'yvbaq/_qb_lmjl.

Now we are ready to begin the proof. Assume first that T’ Ns,b T’ ie., I'; =T for
all i € [n]. We are going to prove by induction on i that (A; — X, p; — p}) € Ac(a,b).
The base case i = 1 is straightforward: (A, — A, p1 — p}) = (A1 — A}, 0) € Ag(a,b) is
equivalent to aMM = 1, and this is certainly true, as a™ =T, =T = at. Now,
for the induction step, let us assume that (A\; — X}, p; — p}) € Ag(a, b) holds for some
i € [n — 1]. Since Ag(a, b) is a group, in order to prove that (Ai;1—Mj 1, pitr1—pj41) €
Ac(a,b), it suffices to verify that (¢’ — ¢,p — p’) € Ag(a,b), according to . We
know that T'; = I, and I';y; = I, and this implies that [I'; ' = I}, \T;}, = 1.
From it follows then that ab?’ Pq~! = baq/*qbfl, and this shows that we indeed
have (¢ — ¢,p — ') € Ag(a,b).

For the converse, assume that (A\; — X}, p; — pl) € Ag(a,b) for all i € [n]. We are
going to prove by induction on ¢ that I'; = I';. The base case I'y = I'} is equivalent to
a™ = 1, and this follows immediately, as (A, — A}, p1 —p}) = (\ =}, 0) € Ag(a,b).
For the induction step, let us assume that I'; = I'; for some ¢ € [n — 1]. We assumed
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that (\; — A, pi—pj) and (Xi11—Aj 1, piy1—pi, ) belong to the group Ag(a,b), hence
(¢ —q,p—7") € Ag(a,b) by (5.3)). This fact together with (5.4) and the induction
hypothesis T'; = I'; allow us to deduce that I';;; =1T7 ;:

=TT = yab? P a~ 'yt = qba? 97yt =T T O

Remark 5.6. Let us consider the quotient group Q := (Z x Z)/Ag(a,b) and the
natural homomorphism v: Z x Z — Q, (r,s) — (r,s) + Ag(a,b). For vo = v(1,0)
and y1 = v(0, 1) Definition [3.1| gives VQT(Z) = v(Ar (i), pr(i)); thus Proposition
implies that T ~S, T is equwalent toT ~ ’Yl T’. Observe that Q is a two-generated
Abelian group, hence it is a direct product of (at most) two cyclic groups. This shows
that each relation NGb coincides with an equivalence relation modulo a group of a very
restricted structure. This somewhat surprising fact allows us to completely describe
the fine associative spectra of linear quasigroups (see Theorem [6.1)).

Propositions and [£.7] all follow as special cases of Proposition It might
be instructive to write out explicitly the corresponding groups A := Ag(a,b) and
Q:=(Zx7Z)/A.

e In item (i) of Proposition we have A = {(r,s) : k | r + s} = Z(k,0) +
Z(k—1,1) and Q = Zj,. We can assume (up to the choice of the isomorphism
Q = Zy) that v =1 = 1. (Cf. Example )

e In item [(ii)] of Proposition [&.5] we have A = {(r,s) : k | 7} = Z(k,0) + Z(0,1)
and Q = Z;. We can assume (up to the choice of the isomorphism Q = Zy)
that 7o =1 and y; = 0.

e In item [(iii)| of Proposition [.5] we have A = {(r,s) : k | s} = Z(1,0) + Z(0, k)
and Q = Zj. We can assume (up to the choice of the isomorphism Q 2 Zy)
that v =0 and y; = 1.

e In item of Proposition we have A = {(r,s) : k | sand ¢ | s} =
Z(k,0) + Z(0,¢) and Q = Zj, x Zy (which can be visualised as a k x £ grid
drawn on the surface of a torus). We can assume (up to the choice of the
isomorphism Q = Zj x Z,) that v9 = (1,0) and v, = (0, 1).

e In Proposition we have A = {(r,s) : m | ar + bs} and Q = Z,,. We
can assume (up to the choice of the isomorphism Q 2 Z,,) that vy = a and
7 =b.

5.3. Trees and grids. The following definition is motivated by Proposition it is
essentially just a notation that will be convenient when applying that proposition.

Definition 5.7. For a subgroup A C Z x Z, let us define the equivalence relation ~
on binary trees as follows: for T,1" € T,
T ~a T «— (/\T(i)—/\T/(i) () pT/())EAfOI‘ allZE[ l
Let T p := |7;L/NA|
We have enumerated the numbers Ty , with A = Z(u, v) + Z(w, 0) for small values
of the parameters u, v, w and present them in Appendix [A| (see Table [A.2).

Remark 5.8. Note that if A = Z(u,v) + Z(w,0), then the condition (5.1)) for mem-
bership in A reveals that ~y = ~% 0 ~lin

v, —u,vw"
Example 5.9. For the parallelogram grld A =7(6, 3) + Z(10,0) of Example |5.2] (see
Figure , it holds that ~p = ~RN ~3 16,30 = ~§ N ~1% 9. The second equality
holds by Lemma 3.6(ii

In the previous subsection we assigned a grid to every group (with two designated
elements); now we assign a grid to any pair of binary trees with the same number of
leaves. Again, the definition speaks about arbitrary subgroups of Z x Z, but we will
prove that if T'# T’ then the corresponding subgroup is two-dimensional.
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Definition 5.10. For trees T, T" € Ty, let Ap 7 denote the subgroup of Z x Z spanned
by {(Ar (i) — Ap(2), pr (i) — pr/(4)) : @ € [n]}. Let us say that a subgroup A CZ x Z is
treealisable, if there exist binary trees T, T € T,, for some n € N such that A = Ap 7.
Remark 5.11.

(i) Note that T' ~, T” is equivalent to Ay C A for all A € Sub(Z x Z) and for

all T, 7" € T,.
(ii) Using the above notations, we can state Proposition in a very compact
way:

T~G T = T ~pgapn T’ < Arp € Ac(a,b).

(The first equivalence is the statement of Proposition the second one is
just a repetition of the observation made in item )

(iii) By Proposition and Remark we can verify whether a linear quasigroup
satisfies a bracketing identity just by comparing the grids corresponding to
the identity and to the quasigroup:

AEtrt < Arp C Aauga+) (9o, 01),
where (A, +, o, ¢1,0) is an arithmetic form of A and T,T" are the binary
trees corresponding to t,t'.

The goal of this section is to characterise the treealisable subgroups of Z x Z.
As we will prove in the next two lemmata, all two-dimensional subgroups of Z x
Z are treealisable (Lemma , but no one-dimensional subgroup is treealisable

(Lemma [5.14]).

Lemma 5.12. For every two-dimensional parallelogram grid A, there exist binary
trees T and T' such that Ay = A.

Proof. Let p, q, v, and s be positive integers, and let T' and T” be the binary trees
with p+ ¢ +r + s + 1 leaves shown in Figure [5.2] The left and right depths of each
leaf in T and 7" and the differences thereof are presented in Table Therefore,

{()\T(’L) — )\T/(i),pT(i) — PT/(i)) | 1 E [p+ qg+r—+s—+ 1]}
= {(Oﬂ 0)7 (Ta O)a (T’ - Sap)ﬂ (7571))3 (75ap - Q)v (Oa 7Q)}'

It is straightforward to verify that this set generates the same subgroup of Z x Z as

{(r,0),(r —s,p), (0, —q)}-

Let A be the parallelogram grid generated by {(u,v),(w,0)}, with 0 < u < w
and v > 0, and let us construct the trees T and T’ as above with p := v, ¢ :=
vw, r := w, S := w — u. Then we obtain the parallelogram grid generated by

{(u,v), (w,0), (0, —vw)}, which is clearly the same as A; thus we have A = Ap . O

Example 5.13. The proof of Lemma reveals that the parallelogram grid A =
7(6,3)+7Z(10,0) of Example [5.2| (see Figure is treealised by (i.e., A = A 7+ holds
for) the pair of trees T' and T" shown in Figure with p =3, ¢ =30, r =10, s = 4.
In fact, we could take ¢ = 15 instead of 30.

Lemma 5.14. If A is a one-dimensional subgroup of Z X Z, then A is not treealisable.

Proof. Assume that T,7" € 7T, and T # T’. We will prove that Ar 7 is a two-
dimensional subgroup of Z x Z. Since T' # T”, there is some i € [n] such that (Ar(7) —
A (2), pr (1) —p1: (1)) # (0,0), as binary trees are determined by their left (right) depth
sequences. By Lemma/|2.4{(i)| the least such 4 satisfies (A (i) — A (2), pr (i) — pr (2)) =
(k,0) € Ap 1+, where k is a nonzero integer. Similarly, by Lemma 2.4ii)| the greatest
such ¢ satisfies (Ar(¢) — A/ (2), pr(i) — pr/(3)) = (0,£) € Ap g/, where ¢ is a nonzero
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T T
FIGURE 5.2. Binary trees treealising a parallelogram grid.
i Ar(i)  pr(i) Ape(i)  pro(i)  Ar(i) = A (i) pr(i) — pr (i)
1 2 0 2 0 0 0
2 2 1 2 1 0 0
p 2 p—1 2 p—1 0 0
r=p+1 r+1 p 1 P r 0
p+2 r+1 p+1 s+1 1 r—s P
p+3 r+1 p+2 s+1 2 r—s D
p+gq r+1 p+qg—1 s+1 q—1 r—s D
y=p+q+l1 r P+q r+s q -5 p
p+qg+2 r—1 p+1 r+s—1 gqg+1 —s p—q
p+qg+3 r—2 p+1 r+s—2 gq+1 -8 p—gq
ptqg+r 1 p+1 s+1 qg+1 —s p—q
z=p+q+r+1 s 1 s q+1 0 —q
ptqg+r+2 s—1 2 s—1 2 0 0
p+q+r+3 s—2 2 s—2 2 0 0
p+qg+r+s+1 0 2 0 2 0 0

TABLE 5.3. Left and right depth sequences of T' and T and their differences.
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integer. Therefore, App D Z(k,0) + Z(0,¢), and this proves that Ap v is indeed a
two-dimensional subgroup of Z x Z. O

Remark 5.15. If A = Z(a,b) with a < 0 and b > 0, then we can provide an alternative
proof for non-treealisability of A using Proposition Let us consider the function
f(z) = 27 + 2 on the real interval [0,1]. Since f is continuous and 0 = f(0) <
1 < f(1) = 2, there is a number ¥ € (0,1) such that f(J) = 1. If App = A
for some T,T" € T,, then we certainly have T ~, T’, and this implies bAp(i) —
apr(i) = bAr(i) — apr (i) for all i € [n] by (5.1). We can rewrite this condition
as p @) . (1 = p)rr() = prrr@) (1 — p)rrr () with p = ¥> and 1 — p = ¥~ Now
Proposition shows that T =T’ i.e., A = {(0,0)}, which is clearly false.

We have thus obtained a complete characterisation of treealisable subgroups of
7 X Z.

Theorem 5.16. A subgroup of Z x Z is treealisable if and only if it is either a two-
dimensional subgroup or the trivial subgroup.

Proof. This follows from Lemmata [5.12] and [5.14] and from the trivial fact that the
trivial subgroup {(0,0)} <Z x Z is treeahsable (Just take T =T"). O

6. THE LATTICE OF ASSOCIATIVE SPECTRA OF LINEAR QUASIGROUPS

The following theorem gives a complete characterization of fine associative spectra
of linear quasigroups. Recall that we have identified bracketings with binary trees,
hence equivalence relations on binary trees are also equivalences on bracketings, and
vice versa. (In particular, in the first item of the theorem o is given as an equivalence
relation on bracketings, while in the other items o is given as an equivalence relation
on binary trees.)

Theorem 6.1. Let o, be an equivalence relation on B, for each n € N, and let
0 = (0n)nen, . Then the following four conditions are equivalent:

(i) o =0c(A) for some linear quasigroup A;
(ii) o = NG p for some group G and elements a,b € G;
(i) o = ~p for some A € Sub(Z x Z);

)

o= NR N~An - for suitable integers k, a, b, m.

(IV a,b,m

Proof Proposition shows that o(A) = gﬁéf ) (see Remark , and this veri-
fies :> We have Ngb = ~Ag(a,b) Dy Proposition (see Remark ,
thub = |(ii1)|

Let us now prove that = Assume first that A € Sub(ZxZ) is an at most
one-dimensional subgroup. We have seen in the proof of Lemma that if T # T7,
then A g is a two-dimensional subgroup of Z x Z; thus ~, is the equality relation
(cf. Remark , which can be written, e.g., as ~i& N Ngftl),o (note that the modulo
0 congruence is just the equality relation). On the other hand, if A = Z(u, v) +Z(w, 0)
is a two-dimensional subgroup of Z x Z, then yields that ~y = ~BFn NB?—u,vw
(see Remark [5.8]).

Finally, |(iv)] = follows from Example O

Remark 6.2. Item in the previous theorem seems a bit asymmetric. This is
due to the fact that we agreed to choose the generators of our parallelogram grids
in such a way that one of the vectors lies on the z axis. Had we chosen one of the
generators on the y axis, then we would have gotten the relation in the form NLHNL“}) m
(of course, with other integers k,a,b, m). For instance, for the parallelogram grld

A = 7Z(6,3)+Z(10,0) of Example[5.2] such a generating set is {(0, 15), (2,6)}, as can be
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easily observed from Figure From (5.1) it follows that ged(u, w) | r; thus we could
have written ~) = Nécd(u,w) n~%n NLI”LU,W in the proof of == in order to

have a more symmetric (but redundant) form. For the grid A = Z(6,3) + Z(10,0) of
Example we can write ~p = ~& N lef‘&m =~Fn~Bn Nllifg’lo (cf. Example i

By Theorem the fine associative spectra of linear quasigroups are exactly the
relations of the form ~, (A < Z x Z). We refine this theorem by describing when
two subgroups of Z x Z yield the same equivalence relation, and we also determine
the structure of the partially ordered set of fine spectra of linear quasigroups (the
ordering is the containment of equivalence relations, or, equivalently, refinement of
the corresponding partitions).

Theorem 6.3. Let FSjinger denote the partially ordered set of fine spectra of linear
quasigroups ordered by inclusion. Then FSiiyqger 15 a lattice, and the following map is
an order isomorphism preserving meets:

v Sub2<Z X Z) U {(0,0)} — FSlinqgr7 A — ~p.

Proof. Theorem shows that ®: Sub(Z x Z) — FSijinggr, A — ~a is a surjec-
tive map. However, this map is not injective: it follows from Lemma that if
A € Sub(Z x Z) is an at most one-dimensional subgroup, then ®(A) is the equality
relation (as explained in the proof of Theorem . On the other hand, we can see
from Lemma that the restriction of ® to Subs(Z x Z) is injective. Indeed, by
Remark [5.11(i)} if A1, As € Subs(Z x Z), then (A1) = ®(A2) if and only if Ay and As
contain the same treealisable subgroups of Z x Z. By Lemma both A; and As
are treealisable; hence ®(A;) = ®(A3) can hold only if A; and Ay mutually contain
each other. This argument also shows that if Ay € Sub(Z x Z) \ Suby(Z x Z) and
Ay € Suby(Z X Z), then ®(A1) # P(A2), as P(Aq) is the equality relation, while ®(As)
is not. This proves that the map W given in the statement of the theorem is bijective.

In order to prove that ® preserves meets, it suffices to verify that ~z,~a, = ~a, N

~, for all Ay, As € Subo(Z x Z). This follows directly from Remark
T ~pne T = Appr S AN A
<= App CAjand App C Ay
= Trp, T and T ~p, T
< T (~p, Nroay) T

To finish the proof, we just need to recall the well-known fact that every bijective
meet-homomorphism is an order isomorphism. O

Remark 6.4. If we consider fine spectra of all groupoids (not just linear quasigroups),
then we obtain an uncountable lattice F'S in which the meet operation is the inter-
section and the join operation is the transitive closure of the union (just as in the
lattice of all equivalence relations) [I8]. By Theorem FSiinger is a countable
meet-subsemilattice of FS. However, it is not a sublattice, as FSijnqer is not closed
under the join operation of F'S. Indeed, by Example the transitive closure of the
union of ~¥ and ~% is not the total relation. However, ¥~1(~%) = Z(3,0) + Z(0, 1)
and U1 (~8) = Z(1,0) + Z(0, 3), and the join of these two subgroups in Suby(Z x Z)
is clearly Z x Z. Thus the join of ~% and ~ in the lattice FSiinggr is ¥(Z x Z), which
is the total relation on 7. Thus, even though FSjinqe, is a lattice in its own right, it
is not a sublattice of F'S, and the join of two relations in FSjj,qe can sometimes be
larger than their join in F'S.

Remark 6.5. We have seen in Remark [5.1| that Subs(Z x Z) is a sublattice of Sub(Z x
Z), and Theoremtells us that, up to isomorphism, the lattice FSjinqer can obtained
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by attaching an extra bottom element to Subs(ZxZ). This lattice has no atoms (again,
by Remark , and its coatoms correspond to the maximal subgroups of Z x Z, i.e.,
to those subgroups that have a prime index. Thus the coatoms of FSjinqe are the
following:

e U(Z(p,0) + Z(0,1)) = ~L for any prime number p;

e U(Z(1,0) + Z(0,p)) = ~3 for any prime number p;

o U(Z(p,0) + Z(u,1)) = ~in, =~ for any prime number p and u €
{1,...,p—1}.

We conclude the paper by several corollaries of our description of fine associative
spectra of linear quasigroups. First we prove that the associative spectrum of a linear
quasigroup grows either exponentially, or it is constant 1 (in the latter case, the
quasigroup is a group, of course). Similar dichotomy holds for graph algebras [17],
but if one considers arbitrary groupoids, then polynomial spectra of arbitrary degrees
do exist [I§].

Corollary 6.6. If A is a linear quasigroup, then either s,(A) >2""2 or s,(A) =1
for allm € N,

Proof. If A is a nonassociative quasigroup, then its fine spectrum is contained in one
of the coatoms of FSjinqer; therefore, by Remark at least one of the following
inequalities holds:

e s,(A) > T;n (where p is a prime number),
e 5,(A) > T}, (where p is a prime number),
o 5,(A)>Tjn (where p is a prime number and u € {1,...,p — 1}).

1,—u,p,n

It was proved in [9] that T, > Ty, for all p > 2, and we also know that Ty, = 2"~2.
This settles the first case, and then the second case is also done, as T;{n = ngn. The
third case reduces to the second one, as Lemma gives Tlliflu’p’n > T;}n. ]
Remark 6.7. Let us outline an alternative proof of the corollary above that does not
use Lemma [3.7] and Remark Let us say that a binary tree T' € T, is special if
Ar(1),..., r(n —2) € {1,2}. Right depth sequences of binary trees were described
in [7, [16] as so-called zag sequences or Sisyphus sequences, and dualising this result
we see that we can arbitrarily choose Ar(i) =1 or Ap(i) =2 fori=1,...,n—2 in the
left depth sequence of a special binary tree (of course, we must have Ap(n — 1) = 1
and Ar(n) = 0). Thus, there are exactly 2”72 special binary trees in 7, (we invite
the reader to imagine how these trees and the corresponding bracketings look like,
although we will not need this for the proof). Now if these special trees are pairwise
inequivalent in the fine associative spectrum of A, then we clearly have s, (A) > 272

Assume then that T ~, T” for two different special binary trees T, T’ € T,,, where
~ is the fine associative spectrum of our linear quasigroup A. For the least i € [n]
such that A\p (i) # A/ (4), we have (Ap(2) — Ap/(2), pr () — pr/(3)) = (k,0) for some
nonzero integer k (see Lemma. Since the left depths in T and in T” are either 1 or
2 (except for the last two leaves), we have either k=2—-1=1lork=1—-2=—-1.In
both cases (1,0) € Ar C A, which implies that A is of the form A = Z(1,0)+Z(0, ¢)
for some positive integer £. If £ = 1 then A = Z x Z, thus s,(A) = 1, while if £ > 2,
then ~y = ~& thus s,(A) = TZ”n > Ty, = 2"2 (the last inequality is again from

1)

The next corollary describes the two extremal cases: associative and antiassociative
linear quasigroups. The former is trivial, the latter follows from results of [I], yet we
feel that it is worth including their proofs as illustrations of our main results.
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Corollary 6.8. Let A = (A, o) be a linear quasigroup over a group (A,+) with
arithmetic form (A, +, @0, ¢1,0).
(i) The operation o is associative if and only if po = p1 =ida.
(ii) The operation o is antiassociative if and only if at least one of vy and 1 is
of infinite order.

Proof. Let us put A = Aaue(a,+)(®0,%1); then, by propositions and Re-

mark the fine associative spectrum of (A4, o) is ~4 (as explained in the proof
of Theorem [6.1)).

(i) This can be easily proved directly from the definition of associativity, but let
us use a sledgehammer to crack a nut, just for fun: according to Theorem[6.3]
~ is the top element of the lattice FSiinqgr if and only if A = ZxZ. The latter
holds only if (1,0),(0,1) € A, and these mean exactly that po = ¢1 = id4,
according to Definition [5.3

(ii) This was proved by Belousov [I], but we can also easily derive it from our
results as follows. By (the proof of) Theorem [6.3] ~ is the bottom element
of the lattice FSiingg if and only if A ¢ Suby(Z x Z). If ¢y and 1 have finite
orders k and ¢, respectively, then (k,0), (0,¢) € A, hence A € Suby(Z x Z). If,
say, @g is of infinite order, then A contains no element of the form (k,0) other
than (0,0), thus A ¢ Suby(Z x Z). O

Example 6.9. Consider a linear operation x o y = ax + by over a unital ring R for
units a,b € R*, as in Example Corollary gives that this operation is not
antiassociative if and only if both a and b are roots of unity.

The last corollary describes implications between bracketing identities within the
class of linear quasigroups. Note that this is different from the usual deduction rules
in equational theories (cf. Remark [6.4]).

Corollary 6.10. Let tq,t),t2,t5 be bracketings of size n, and let Ty, T7, T2, Ty be the
corresponding binary trees. Then the following two conditions are equivalent:
(i) t2 &~ th is a consequence of t1 =t} in the class of linear quasigroups, i.e., for
every linear quasigroup A, we have A Et; =t] = A Ets =t}
(i) Az, 1y € A 1y

Proof. According to Theorem fine spectra of linear quasigroups are exactly the
equivalence relations of the form ~, with A € Subs(Z x Z) U {(0,0)}. Thus, using
Remark [5.11l(iii), we can reformulate condition (i) of the corollary as follows:

(6].) VA € SHbQ(Z X Z) @] {(0,0)} AT1’T1/ g A = ATg,TZ' Q A.
It is clear that conditionimplies (6.1). Conversely, assume that (6.1]) holds, and let

us put A = Az, 7/ (note that in this case A indeed belongs to Sub(Z x Z)U{(0,0)}, by
Theorem [5.16). Now (6.1]) yields Az, 7y € A, 77; hence condition is satisfied. O

Example 6.11. As an illustration of Corollary let us show that if a linear
quasigroup A satisfies the identity

(6.2) zi(xa(x3(. . (Tm_12m) ...))) = ((-.. (z122)x3) . . . )Trm—1)Tm

for some m > 3, then A is associative and hence a group. (This was proved in
a slightly more general form for division groupoids by Niemenmaa and Kepka [21],
Theorem 4.1].)

The case m = 3 is trivial, so we assume that m > 4. By Corollary it suffices
to show that ATQ,TZ; - ATth/, where Ty and T} are the binary trees corresponding
to the two terms in identity and Ty and T3 correspond to the associative law,
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ie, Ap, 1y = Z x Z. The left and right depths of the leaves in 77 and T| and the
differences thereof are shown in the following table.

i Ary () pry (1) Ap(i)  pry(i)  Ar (i) — A (i) pry (8) — pry (i)

1 1 0 m—1 0 2—m 0
2 1 1 m—2 1 3—m 0
m—1 1 m—2 1 1 0 m—3
m 0 m—1 0 1 0 m—2

Therefore, {(2—m,0), (3—m,0),(0,m—3),(0,m—2)} C Az, ;. Consequently, Az, 7/
contains the pairs (3 —m,0) — (2 —m,0) = (1,0) and (0, m —2) — (0,m — 3) = (0, 1),
and it follows that A7, 77 = Z x Z, which concludes the proof.

7. OPEN PROBLEMS

e Find closed formulas for the number of equivalence classes of n-leaf binary
trees under the various equivalence relations considered in this paper: ~¢ (for
k> 3), ~pl ~i s A

e Catalan numbers and their modular variants are known to count many kinds
of combinatorial objects. In a similar way, find new interpretations for the
numbers T,gn, NI,;P}, Ttil,z,mm’ Th -

e Extend the results of the current paper to affine quasigroups.
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APPENDIX A. NUMERICAL DATA

Table shows the number of ~2%7m—equivalence classes of T,, for a,b,m < 14.
Note that, by Lemma the triples (a,b,m) and (a’,b’,m’) yield the same sequence
if

e o =/ta, b =¢b, m' = ¢m for some { € N ;

ead =00 =a m =m;or

e a =/la, b = ¢b, m' = m for some unit £ modulo m.
Therefore we list in the table only those triples (a,b,m) for which ged(a,b,m) =
1, a < b, and a and b are the smallest possible with respect to multiplication by
units. The table entries are arranged in the lexicographical order of the first 14
terms of the sequence (Tclli_im,n)neN .- The last column indicates cases where the
sequence coincides with that of another equivalence relation based on (left, right)
depth sequences, according to Lemma [3.6]

Table shows the number T} ,, of ~j-equivalence classes of 7T,,, where A is the

parallelogram grid Z(u,v) + Z(w,0) with 0 <u <w < 5and 0 < v < 5.
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a b m n=1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
1 2 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 3 7 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 3 8 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 3 10 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 3 11 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 3 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 3 13 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 3 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 4 9 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 4 10 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 4 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 4 13 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 4 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 5 8 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 5 11 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 5 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 5 13 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 6 7 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 6 10 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 6 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 6 13 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 6 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 7 8 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 7 11 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 7 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 7 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 8 9 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 8 10 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 8 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 8 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 9 10 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 9 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 9 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 10 11 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 10 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 10 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 11 12 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 12 13 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 12 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 13 13 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 Tg&n
1 13 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 7
1 14 14 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900 Tllzl,n
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TABLE A.2. Ty, with A = Z(u,v) + Z(w, 0).
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u v w n=1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0 2 1 1 1 2 4 8 16 32 64 128 256 512 1024 2048 4096
0 3 1 1 1 2 5 13 35 96 267 750 2123 6046 17303 49721 143365
0 4 1 1 1 2 5 14 41 124 384 1210 3865 12482 40677 133572 441468
0 5 1 1 1 2 5 14 42 131 420 1375 4576 15431 52603 180957 627340
0o 1 2 1 1 2 4 8 16 32 64 128 256 512 1024 2048 4096
1 1 2 1 1 2 5 10 21 42 85 170 341 682 1365 2730 5461
0 2 2 11 2 5 13 35 96 267 750 2123 6046 17303 49721 143365
1 2 2 1 1 2 5 14 42 131 420 1374 4561 15306 51793 176404 603990
0o 3 2 1 1 2 5 14 41 124 384 1210 3865 12482 40677 133572 441468
1 3 2 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1429 4851 16718 58331 205631 731257
0 4 2 1 1 2 5 14 42 131 420 1375 4576 15431 52603 180957 627340
1 4 2 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16795 58773 207907 742220
0 5 2 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 428 1420 4796 16432 56966 199444 704146
1 5 2 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208011 742885
0 1 3 1 1 2 5 13 35 96 267 750 2123 6046 17303 49721 143365
1 1 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 128 390 1185 3586 10862 32929 99883 303000
2 1 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 129 398 1223 3752 11510 35305 108217 331434
0o 2 3 1 1 2 5 14 41 124 384 1210 3865 12482 40677 133572 441468
1 2 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4861 16784 58695 207452 739839
2 2 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4861 16784 58695 207450 739810
0 3 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 131 420 1375 4576 15431 52603 180957 627340
1 3 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208011 742885
2 3 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208011 742885
0 4 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 428 1420 4796 16432 56966 199444 704146
1 4 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 4 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
0 5 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1429 4851 16718 58331 205632 731272
1 5 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 5 3 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
0 1 4 1 1 2 5 14 41 124 384 1210 3865 12482 40677 133572 441468
1 1 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1425 4807 16402 56472 195860 683420
2 1 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 131 420 1374 4561 15306 51793 176404 603990
3 1 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1429 4849 16689 58074 203839 720429
0 2 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 131 420 1375 4576 15431 52603 180957 627340
1 2 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208011 742885
2 2 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1429 4851 16718 58331 205631 731257
3 2 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208011 742885
0 3 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 428 1420 4796 16432 56966 199444 704146
1 3 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 3 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16795 58773 207907 742220
3 3 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
0 4 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1429 4851 16718 58331 205632 731272
1 4 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 4 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208011 742885
3 4 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
0 5 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4861 16784 58695 207452 739840
1 5 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 5 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
3 5 4 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
0 1 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 131 420 1375 4576 15431 52603 180957 627340
1 1 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16790 58708 207382 738815
2 1 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16795 58773 207907 742219
3 1 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16795 58773 207907 742219

Continued on the next page.
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Continued from the previous page.

u v w n=1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
4 1 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16795 58773 207906 742203
0 2 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 428 1420 4796 16432 56966 199444 704146
1 2 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 2 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
3 2 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
4 2 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
0 3 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1429 4851 16718 58331 205632 731272
1 3 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 3 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
3 3 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
4 3 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
0 4 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4861 16784 58695 207452 739840
1 4 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 4 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
3 4 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
4 4 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
0 5 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16795 58773 207907 742220
1 5 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
2 5 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
3 5 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
4 5 5 1 1 2 5 14 42 132 429 1430 4862 16796 58786 208012 742900
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